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FOREWORD BY CAROLE S. KIMNACH

NYONE who conducts research on the American Protestant
ministry before 1850 should be aware of William Buell
Sprague’s Annals of the American Pulpit; or, Commemorative

Notices of Distinguished American Clergymen of Various Denomina-
tions, from the Early Settlement of the Country to the Close of the Year
Eighteen Hundred and Fifty-five, g vols. (New York: R. Carter and
Brothers, 1859—69). In a recent nine-month National Endowment
for the Humanities fellowship at the American Antiquarian Soci-
ety, during which we studied the evolution of language in the
eighteenth century as revealed in the published sermons of Amer-
ican preachers, my husband, Wilson Kimnach, and I frequently
consulted these volumes. The typescript index available at AAS
represented the single, most accurate form of access to this essen-
tial reference work.

Sprague (1795—1876), an active Congregational clergyman for
fifty years, was a noted autograph collector and scholar with special
interests in biography and history. When he undertook this proj-
ect, Sprague intended to include in a single volume ‘the 770t bril-
liant lights, without regard either to denomination or chronolog-
ical order” However, he soon realized that he had a wealth of

Marie E. LAMOUREUX is assistant head of readers’ services and genealogy specialist at
the American Antiquarian Society.

Copyright © 1994 by American Antiquarian Society

157




158 American Antiquarian Society

material that could not be contained within a single volume. Be-
tween 1857 and 1869, while performing the duties of minister to
a large church, he issued a nine-volume compendium which is an
unrivalled source of interesting and useful information on the
antebellum Protestant ministry. Each volume is labelled by de-
nomination: Trinitarian Congregational (1 and 2), Presbyterian
(3 and 4), Episcopalian (5), Baptist (6), Methodist (7), Unitarian
Congregational (8), and Lutheran, Reformed Dutch, Associate,
Associate Reformed, and Reformed Presbyterian (g). The entries
are arranged chronologically according to the dates of the subjects’
years of service. Each entry includes a biographical sketch, a list
of published works, and, with few exceptions, original testimony
by an acquaintance concerning the subject’s personality. Using
this format, Sprague has documented gradual changes in the
ministry as well as the progress of each denomination through the
activity of its preachers; furthermore, he claims exemption from
denominational partiality and, regarding the order of the volumes,
he wrote: “They follow each other, according to the number of
subjects which they have respectively furnished.

Although each of the nine volumes contains a chronological
table at its beginning, and there is an alphabetical index for each
of the eleven denominations treated, there is no comprehensive
index to the set. Now, many years after publication of the Annals,
scholars and librarians are indeed fortunate to have such a refer-
ence available in the index prepared by Marie E. Lamoureux,
assistant head of readers’ services and genealogy specialist at the
American Antiquarian Society. In addition to verifying each cita-
ton (minister, volume, page) in the original compilation, Ms.
Lamoureux went one important step further in providing the de-
nominational identification of each minister, enabling scholars to
consult entries without prior knowledge of a minister’s affiliation."

1. When Ms. Lamoureux proposed undertaking this work to Keith Arbour, then head
of readers’ services at AAS, he brought the plan to the attention of professional colleagues.
It became apparent that preliminary work on this project had already been begun by Erick

Kuchar, a student assistant in the reference department of the Trinity College Library,
Hartford, Connecticut. Rather than begin again, Lamoureux painstakingly corrected many
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Ms. Lamoureux’s excellent work makes possible, for the first time,
accurate and efficient access to this rich body of biographical and
historical material. Any library holding a set of Sprague would be
well advised to shelve this comprehensive index next to the set.

Ms. Lamoureux’s ‘completion’ of the Annals brings it full circle
since, in his acknowledgements, William Buell Sprague mentions
his indebtedness to Samuel Foster Haven, AAS librarian from
1838 until 1881.

INDEX

Abbot, Abiel, p.p. (Unit. Cong.), 8:
229

Abbot, Abiel, p.p. (Unit. Cong.), 8:
309

Abbot, Jacob (Unit. Cong.), 8: 320

Abbot, John Emery (Unit. Cong.), 8:
466

Abbot, John Lovejoy (Unit. Cong.),
8: 420

Abbott, Benjamin (Meth.), 7: 41

Abeel, David, p.p. (Ref. Dutch), 9,
Pt.2: 210

Abeel, John Nelson, p.p. (Ref.
Dutch), g, Pt. 2: 95

Abercrombie, James, p.p. (Episc.), 5:
392

Adams, Eliphalet (Trin. Cong.), 1:
233

Adams, Jasper, p.p. (Episc.), 5: 640

Adams, John Watson, p.p. (Presbyt.),
4: 688

Adams, William (Trin. Cong.), 1: 181

Adams, William (Meth.), 7: 562

Addison, Walter Dulany (Episc.), 5:

403

Alden, Noah (Bapt.), 6: 67

Alden, Timothy (Trin. Cong.), 2: 449

Alexander, Archibald, b.p. (Presbyt.),
3: 612

Alexander, Caleb (Presbyt.), 3: 405

Alison, Francis, o.p. (Presbyt.), 3: 73

Allen, Benjamin (Episc.), 5: 589

Allen, James (Trin. Cong.), 1: 163

Allen, Thomas (Trin. Cong.), 1: 607

Allin, John (Trin. Cong.), 1: 108

Allison, Burgess, p.p. (Bapt.), 6: 121

Allison, Patrick, p.p. (Presbyt.), 3:
257

Allison, Thomas (Assoc.), 9, Pt. 3: 71

Allyn, John, p.p. (Unit. Cong.), 8:
207

Alston, Philip William Whitmel
(Episc.), 5: 754

Anderson, Abraham, p.p. (Assoc.), 9,
Pt. 3: 107

Anderson, John, p.p. (Presbyt.), 3:
588

Anderson, Rufus (Trin. Cong.), 2:
361

Andrews, Elisha (Bapt.), 6: 268

proofreading errors, added missing references, and included the denominational affiliations
within the index. In conjunction with typist Peggy M. St. John of AAS, she determined the
appearance of the pages in the typed version prepared for the use of staff and readers at the
Society.
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Breckenridge, John, p.p. (Presbyt.),
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Bullard, Artemas, p.p. (Presbyt.), 4:
748

Bumpass, Sidney, D. (Meth.), 7: 814

Burch, Thomas (Meth.), 7: 421
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Cleavland, John (Trin. Cong.), 1: 458

Cleveland, Aaron (Episc.), 5: 164

Clopton, Abner Wentworth (Bapt.),
6: 657

Coate, Michael (Meth.), 7: 253

Cobbet, Thomas (Trin. Cong.), 1:
102

Cobia, Daniel (Episc.), 5: 719

Codman, John, p.p. (Trin. Cong.),
2: 492

Coe, Jonas, p.p. (Presbyt.), 3: 576

Coffin, Charles, p.p. (Presbyt.), 4:
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Cogswell, James, p.p. (Trin. Cong.),
1 445

Cogswell, William, p.p. (Trin.
Cong.), 2: 605

Coke, Thomas, Lr.n. (Meth.), 7: 130

Collier, William (Bapt.), 6: 376

Collin, Nicholas, p.p. (Episc.), 5: 277

Collins, John (Meth.), 7: 263

Collins, Judson Dwight (Meth.), 7:
831

Collinsworth, John (Meth.), 7: 443
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Cong.), 1: 223

Comer, John (Bapt.), 6: 39
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Pt.2: 79
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Contee, Benjamin, p.p. (Episc.), 5:
487

Cook, Joseph (Bapt.), 6: 186

Cook, Valentine (Meth.), 7: 151

Cookman, George G. (Meth.), 7: 711

Cooper, Ezekiel (Meth.), 7: 108

Cooper, Robert, p.p. (Presbyt.), 3:
270

Cooper, Samuel, p.p. (Trin. Cong.),
It 440

Cooper, William (Trin. Cong.), 1:
288
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Cornelius, Elias, p.p. (Trin. Cong.),
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Cotton, John (Trin. Cong.), 1: 25

Covell, James (Meth.), 7: 564

Cowell, David (Presbyt.), 3: 66

Cowles, Giles Hooker, p.p. (T'rin.
Cong.), 2: 330
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7: 803

Crane, John, p.p. (Trin. Cong.), 2:
214

Crane, John R., p.p. (Trin. Cong.),
2: 562

Cranston, Walter (Episc.), 5: 580
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Creagh, Bartholomew (Meth.), 7: 731

Croes, Rt. Rev. John, p.p. (Episc.),
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Cross, Robert (Presbyt.), 3: 21

Croswell, William, p.p. (Episc.), 5:
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3: 418

Cunningham, Robert M., b.p.
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Cong.), 2: 15
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4:432
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Daggett, Herman (Trin. Cong.), 2:
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Cong.), 1: 479
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560

Damon, David, p.p. (Unit. Cong.),
8: 461

Dana, James, p.p. (Trin. Cong.), 1:
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Dana, Joseph, p.p. (Trin. Cong.), 1:

597

Danforth, Samuel (Trin. Cong.), 1:
138

Dannelly, James (Meth.), 7: 606

Davenport, James (Presbyt.), 3: 80

Davenport, John (Trin. Cong.), 1: 93

Davidson, Robert, p.p. (Presbyt.), 3:
322

Davies, Samuel (Presbyt.), 3: 140

Davies, Thomas (Episc.), 5: 205

Davis, Gustavus Fellowes, p.p.
(Bapt.), 6: 635

Davis, Henry, p.p. (Presbyt.), 4: 224

Davis, John (Bapt.), 6: 69

Davis, John (Bapt.), 6: 117

Davis, John (Meth.), 7: 493

Davis, Noah (Bapt.), 6: 701

Day, Jeremiah (Trin. Cong.), 1: 688

Dehon, Rt. Rev. Theodore, p.D.
(Episc.), 5: 425

Dewitt, John, p.p. (Ref. Dutch), 9,
Pr 21177

Dibell, Anthony (Meth.), 7: 759

Dick, Mungo (Assoc. Ref), 9, Pt. 4:
126

Dickey, Ebenezer, p.p. (Presbyt.), 4:
133

Dickey, John M. (Presbyt.), 4: 514

Dickins, John (Meth.), 7: 63

Dickinson, Austin (Trin. Cong.), 2:
674

Dickinson, Jonathan (Presbyt.), 3: 14

Dickinson, Moses (Trin. Cong.), 1:
310

Dinwiddie, James Lemonte, p.D.
(Assoc. Ref.), 9, Pt. 4: 154

Doak, Samuel, p.p. (Presbyt.), 3: 392

Dobbin, Alexander (Assoc. Ref.), g,
Pt. 4: 27

Dod, Albert Baldwin, p.p. (Presbyt.),

4737

Dod, Thaddeus (Presbyt.), 3: 356

Dodge, Daniel (Bapt.), 6: 374

Doggett, Simeon (Unit. Cong.), 8:
201

Donnelly, Thomas (Ref. Presbyt.), 9,
Pt. 5: 25

Dougharty, George (Meth.), 7: 290

Doughty, Samuel (Meth.), 7: 672

Douglass, Thomas Logan (Meth.), 7:
352

Dow, Daniel, p.p. (Trin. Cong.), 2:
369

Duche, Jacob, p.p. (Episc.), 5: 180

Dudley, Ambrose (Bapt.), 6: 202

Duffield, George, p.p. (Presbyt.), 3:
186

Duke, William (Episc.), 5: 309

Duncan, John Mason, p.p. (Assoc.
Ref.), g, Pt. 4: 145

Dunlap, James, p.p. (Presbyt.), 3: 422

Dunlap, John (Assoc. Ref.), 9, Pt. 4:
36

Dunn, Thomas, M.p. (Meth.), 7: 399

Dunster, Henry (Trin. Cong.), 1: 125

Dunwoody, Samuel (Meth.), 7: 435

Dutton, Aaron (Trin. Cong.), 2: 489

Dutton, Mathew Rice (Trin. Cong.),

2: 592
Dhuy, Albert William (Episc.), 5: 807
Dwight, Louis (Trin. Cong.), 2: 669
Dwight, Sereno Edwards, o.p. (Trin.
Cong.), 2: 629
Dwight, Timothy, p.p. (Trin.
Cong.), 2: 152
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Eastburn, James Wallis (Episc.), 5:
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Eaton, Peter, p.p. (Unit. Cong.), 8:
222

Eaton, Samuel (of Hapswell; Trin.
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Proorazf
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